
Greeting Brothers and Sisters, 

I hope this letter finds you and your families well. The holidays are approaching us and I want to wish all 

of you a safe and happy holiday season. 

 

Our work this year has been the best that I have seen in a long time and the forecast for 2015 looks very 

promising as well. We have also had a very safe year on all of our jobs and I want to congratulate you on 

a job well done. 

 

Unfortunately, there have been 8 fatalities across the states this year in our trade, and I ask each of you 

to keep those families in your prayers. Our goal in the Ironworking industry is zero fatalities so stay alert, 

stay focused and look out for those around you. Re- member, "See Something Say Something". 

 

On another note, we need you to take the time to come to the union meetings. I know that everyone 

has been working a lot of hours but we also need to have your participation in our local’s affairs. We 

need all of the job stewards to come and let us hear your reports. Please make the effort and I hope to 

see you at the next meeting. 

 

Lastly, don’t forget to vote! I know this is not a presidential election but we have some local candidates 

that we need to support. They have stood up for us in the past and they have committed to continue 

their efforts. We have included a flyer that has all of the candidates that we have endorsed and 

supported, so take that with 

you to the polls. 

 

Your vote counts! 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your families well and your holidays were good. Even though the holidays 

have come and gone, old man winter is still hanging on. This has kept us slow but we do have a lot of 

work on the books for 2014. 

 

Some of the jobs that are scheduled to start this month are the Northmont School, CEMEX plant, Huber 

Heights music center and the ODOT work here in town. Many others are scheduled for March so please 

make time to come to our meetings for a full report. We will be in dire need of certified welders and 

rodmen here soon, so if you are not currently working, come in and get your weld certs and loosen up 

your pliers. 

 

We have been having problems with guys jumping from contractor to contractor without coming thru 

the hall. This needs to stop. When you drag up from one job to go to another, you are knocking another 

brother out of a job. More importantly and God forbid, if we were to get an emergency phone call from 

your family needing to get hold of you and we think you’re working for a contractor an you’re not, we 

have no idea where you are and no way of contacting you. That has happened and it put a lot of stress 

on the wife. Please use your union hall when this happens. If a contractor wants to request you that's 

?ne, have them call the hall and be here the next morning. 

 



On a political note, we may be facing a right-to-work law on the ballot this year. It is still too early to tell 

but it is possible. It is a very catchy phrase and very misleading. This would be a fatal blow to Ohio if this 

does go on the ballot and were to pass. If you are not sure exactly what right-to-work means or the 

repercussions that it would have on our future, come down to the hall and we will get you the 

information so that you can educate your families and neighbors. One quick fact on this issue. The latest 

stats that were filed in December of 2013 were the top 5 highest bankruptcy states. They were; #1 

Tennessee, #2 Georgia, #3 Alabama, #4 Utah, and #5 Indiana. These top 5 bankruptcy states have one 

thing in common; they are all right-to-work states. You be the judge! 

 

“The lessons of the past provide the path to the future” 


